Attributing functions to genes and gene products.
A major focus of modern biochemical, biophysical and cell biological research is the attribution of function to elements of structure: gene products, genes and higher-order cellular structures. Misunderstandings and controversies can arise in connection with such assignments, in part because of the logical complexity inherent in the relating of structure to function and the failure to distinguish clearly among the different senses in which function can be imputed to elements of structure. I explore distinct ways in which functions are connected to structures and factors that contribute to the context-dependence of such associations so that the multiple senses of function can be made explicit.